[Islet cell transplantation: a step toward curing diabetes?].
Diabetes mellitus places an enormous burden on patients, their relatives and the society. Current therapies do not provide sufficiently tight control of blood glucose to avoid diabetic complications. Some recent developments try to restore normal glucose homeostasis. Research is islet and stem cell transplantation is developing rapidly and this article summarizes the new approaches that could cure and not simply treat diabetes in the future.